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Woollen Manufacturers, &c. 
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F. riends and F ello campen | 


I SIT down to write to you, with true 


and hearty coneern, on a hard and trying 
occaſion, when 1 know for a certainty, 
that your livelihaods, and all the decent 
comforts of yourſelves and your families 
are at ſtake. Every honeſt man who - 
wiſhes well to the hundreds, and 
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hundreds of thouſands concerned iu 
our WooLLEN MANUFACTURES, eve- 


ry Maſter Clothier, every Working 
Clothier, every Apprentice in our 


trade, and, I may add too, every Land- 


holder and farmer, who grows wool in 
any part of the country, ſhould one and 
all look on the preſent moment as the 


moſt hazardous and dangerous to their 
eoneerns, that ever was, or ever can be. 


Before I proceed, I will tell you, my 
Friends, how it is that Tam in ſome fort 


qualified to write to you, on this great 
buſineſs of the French Treaty of Com- 


merce, and wherefore I preſume to offer 
you my humble advice, honeſtly and 
. 


You will pleaſe to notice, that, in qua- 


"tity of Factor for Britiſh Cloths, I have 
many yearsdealt largely in the Woollens of 
all parts of the country, and may boldly 


ſay, Jam not unſkilled in the different 


forts, either as to quality or Price. cry 


wW o 
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F | Moderate 


; 
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Moderate ſucceſs in trade has, Ithank God 7 
for it, in a manner fet me above the world; | 
fo that although I continue in buſineſs; it 
is not from neceſſity; but having a family 
for whom I have worked hard, while Lam 
bleſſed with my health, I mean to go ou 
with my trade for their ſakes, and J hope, 
(if the Woollen Branch can hold up its 
head, in ſpite of all our enemies) I hope; 
Iſay, to make up a ſufficient” capital for 
my ſons to continue their father's buſineſs, 
even drawing out handſome portions for 
their fiſters. I will own to you, I have 
a pride in my buſineſs, and a love for the 
Manufacture by which I have honeſtly 
made my own fortune. I can't fee a new 
anda heavy affliction falling upon all the 
Woollen branches, without throwing in 
my mite to aid and aſſiſt you againſt it iu the 
hour of danger. And this I ſolemnly de- 
clare to you is my ſole and whole motive 
for now interfering : for I beheve I may - 
appeal to all who know me, for my not 
being one of thoſe who meddle with mat - 
ters out of my calling; nor, I am ſura, 
15 B 2 have 


TY 


ue I any bias on my mind for this or 
that great man, or for any, or all of the 
parties and politicians that cut a figure in 
high life. Whig or Tory, Peace-maker 
or Peace breaker, Foxite or Pittite, is no 
proper concern for either maſter or man in 
trade, At leaſt I' anſwer. for myſelf, 
ſince as long as the country thrives; and 
trade flouriſhes, who is in, or who ont, 
5 1s a matter of no Foncern to me or mine, 


But for fear of talking too Bind of my⸗ 
ſelf, I ſhall loſe no more time to let you 
know in a few plain words, the occaſion 
and cauſe of this my Addreſs to you. 


Vou have. all of you heard, that about 
the middle of laſt month, a new. Treaty 
of Commerce, (new indeed to every well- 
wither to Old England) was ſigned and 
ſealed at Paris, whereby an old ſcheme 
that was propoſed about ſeverity years 
back, but thrown out then, for open 
trading between us, and our old ene- 
3 . the French . in 

5 ſpite 


o 


(5s) 
ſpite of the whole country having ſet 


their faces _ ** VERY time 
m 


-- This wiſt ſcheme i is to give power and 
licence to the French to bring in ALL 
their M vollens to our market, on proviſo 
of our Mancheſter Merchants having the 
fame privilege to ſell the French their Cot. 
tons, and the Birmingham and Sheffield 
trades, and the Tron branch, Alfo French 


1155 Wines, French Brandies, and French Vine - 


gars, are to come in on low duties, to the 
great detriment, if not entire ſtop of the 
Portugal trade, (which I need not tell 
you, has always been the faſt friend, the 
ſtrong hold, the ſheet anchor, as I may ſay, 
of our Wooltens) and likewiſe to the ruin 
of our Weſt India Merchants, who you 
well know deal largely for our goods, 
but cannot go on if their Rum is under- 
ſold by the French Brandes, as it certain- 
ly will be if the Treaty is fuffered to be 
made into law. 


Now, 
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Now, this dangerous Treaty, the main 


articles of which I have related to you, I 
have read over, and over, and ſtudicd with 
all the attention in my power. I have 


ikewiſe conſulted many of my friends, ca- 
Pital Merchants, and others in the city, 
chiefly as to that part of it which preſſes 


moſt hardly on us, and indeed touches us 


to tlie quick, the letting the French into 
all our Home markets for the Woollens ; : 
and 1 can ſafely aſſure you, that not a 
man of them but thinks with me, that 
ALL. OF OUR | BRANCH ARE e 
LUTELY EXPOSED To RUIN BY IT ; 

and that the whole plan 1s 9992 


more nor leſs than robbing old friends to 


ſerve old enemies; or, to ſpeak out boldly 


and honeſtly, a ſhameful ſacrifice of the 


beſt trades of Old England, for the worlh 
luxuries of F rance. 


But among all the | objections I have 
heard to this F rench Treaty, (and if I faid 


there are as many made in the city of Lon- 


don as there are ſhops in the ſtreets, I 
ſhould not ſay more than is true) none are 
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ſo general in all parts, as thoſe” that cots 
cernthe //oollens, which being theſtaple Ma- 
nufacture; and touching on fo many hun- = 
dreds and hundreds of thouſands, growers, 
as well as workers of Wool, no wonder 
that taking off the o/d high duties, which 
for centuries have kept away the' cheap 
French Cloths, ſpreads an alarm through 
the whole town and country. By the 
Treaty, very low ones are laid on, on pre- 
tence that, as we are to have the ſame 
right of exporting ours to France, both 
countries will be on a par; which is a 
falſehood, ſeen through by all who under- 
ſtand the caſe, and which I can prove to 
you to be neither more nor leſs than giv- 
ing the French power to wnder/e/l us with 
their Cloths, in our home market, becauſe 
forſooth, we may have leave to carry out 
ours, WHERE THEY NEVER CAN BE SOL. 
Now, it 15 to prove this very | point, 
that I write this very letter; and there- 
fore, to convince you beyond a doubt, 
YA that our good friends, the French, cannot 
n | fail 


3 END. 
fal to underſell us in the manner I habe 
told you, I will firſt ſhne you the extraordi - 
nary advantages which the Manufacturers 
of France have over us, in ia taxes, cheap 
| provifiens, and, by conſequence, cheap la- 
bogr. Next, I will give you a faithful ac- 
count of the actual ſtate of their Woollen 
Manufactories throughout all parts of 
their country { and thirdly, I will relate 
to you, in & hat caſes they have already 
ſupplanted us in all the Foreign trade for 
Woollens; and laſtly, the plain ſtrong rea- 
- ſous why they muſt as certainly underſell 
us in our own home market, if unfortu- 
nately for us all, our Parliament men can 
ever be ſo miſled as to vote for the Treaty. 


But before I go on with theſe points, 1 
think it beſt to mention, what to every 
moderate well-meaning man, makes. a 
main difference in treating about ſuch a 
ſubject. You will all of you obſerve, 
therefore, that though this Treaty has 
been ſigned and ſealed, yet nevertheleſs 
if 18 uot LAW yet. And that for this 
£ reaſon, 


ay) 


feaſon, nel, + becauſe 4 Treaty * 
Commerce is different from other Trea- 
ties; for; as every one knows, the Goz 
vernment can lawfully make Treaties 
concerning Peace and Mar, by their own 
authority and prerogative, whereas a Tren- 
ty of Commerer, as the 14th article of the 
preſent Treaty directly lays, ** can babe 
%% ef, nor in ny degree take place, 
ts until after the Parliamem of Great Byi- 
be tain have repealed many of the” oldeſt. 
1. Jhigs, and paſſed various new act to give 
* * force” Our bleſſed conſtitution have = 
ing wiſely left-us, in a point ſo near, and 
dear tous all, this great ſecurity againſt any 
violent and Tudden {Hiftings from our old 
| fixedand ſteady commeree, either through 
; the ignorance of the parties concerned, or 
the raſhneſs they might fall into or contrive. ; 
— Wherefore I fay, this Treaty being open 
to the free and full obſervation of every 
perſon, high, or low, in all quarters of the 
kingdom, on purpoſe to collect the real ge- 
nuine opinions of our own repręſentan ver 
pon it, it can't fail but-that the intereſts - 
and wende of all their poor but ho— 
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neſt ln: muſt be cloſely- con- 
ſulted, and ſpecially attended to; where- 
fore, let me caution you all, as you 


prize yourſelves and your families, not 
to be cajoled either by favour or affection, 
or any deceitful pretence of not meddling 


with ſtate- affairs, out of the free exerciſe 
of your underſtandings, on a buſineſs 
which in a manner directly comes before 
you for your ee 


Confiding, therefore, in your fairly at- 
tending. to what is fairly meant, I ſhall 


go on with the plain truths I have to de- 


clare, which may appear home-ſpun aud 
coarſe, but I hope of ſome ſubſtance. 


I have told you, I would prove to you, 
what advantage the French manufactur- 
ers have over ours, in low taxes, cheap 
proviſions, and cheap labour. 


Now, as to the weight of our own 


taxes, God knows we all daily and hourly 
feel, that every comfort, every neceſſary 
25 li 2 our KOs: our Fears Yar, irits, 


alt, 


41.5 Þ: 
ſalt, Sides, ſoap, ane our Lands and 
houſes, our ſhops and windows over and 
over, our horſes, our carts, our men ſervants 
and our maid ſervants, eventhe births of our 


children, and the burials of our parents, ' all 
pay the higheſt taxes, that ever were im- 


poſed on any country, in any age. Aſk your 


own hearts, if theſe galling burthens do 
not preſs on the lower orders, fo as ſcarce- 


1y to be endured. - In conſequence of our 


taxes, is not the price of our ſubſiſtence 


every day enereaſing, and whilſt it does, 


muſt not the price of labour as infallibly 
riſe with the Frum of the labourers ſup- 
* 


Your own hard condition in theſe me- 
lancholy circumſtances is too ſenſibly 
felt by you all. But you will natu- 
rally aſk me, what is the fituation 
of the French in theſe very particu- 
lars? Is, it to the full as bad' as ours? 
Or does it widely differ from it? If the 
former's the caſe, we are ſtill on a par 
with them : if the latter, why it's as 
clear as the day we can't cope with them 
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in the ſame articles on equal terms. —In 


anſwer to this, I muſt inform you, that 
this matter can now be reduced to a cer- 
tainty: For, firſt, as to our on taxes, no 


later than the month of March laſt paſt, | 


orders were ſent from Parliament to. all 
the tax collectors of every kind, to the. 
- Cuſtom-houſe, and the Excife-office, and 
the Stamp- office, and the Tax-office, and 
all the other grinding. hops of the country, 
to give in the total of the money raiſed by 
the taxes. Now the very total of this, was 
publiſhed by the King's printer, and as it's 
put down there, when added to the poor's- 
rates, and the public tolls throughout the 
kingdom, amounts to the enormous ſum 
of TWENTY MIL LIONSNINE HUNDRED AND 
FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS, which if work⸗ 

ed by common diviſion into equal ſhares 
among the ſeven millions of our inhabi- 


tants, it is plain amounts to no leſs than 


FIFTY SHILLINGS a head. So much for 


Engliſh taxes !—Next as to French ones: 
They too have been publiſhed, for the firſt 
lime, by the French Miniſter himſelf, and 


computed to amount, (when divided iu the 


V ' fame 
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gane way among ihein 8 i 
takjvg the French livre at ten-pence half. 
penny) to no more than EIGHTEEN, SHIL» 
LINGS a head, leaving a difference of more 
than tree to one in favour of the French 
againſt the Engliſh manufacturer. Here 
then is the plain ſtate of French and Eng- 
lifh taxes for yourſelves to judge of; the 
conſequence is as clear as the ſun at noon» 
day. Exactly the ſame difference holds in 
French and Engliſh provifions, Their 
bread, their beer, their meat, lower than 
ours, at the rate of three to one; and 
every article of livelihood the ſame. _ 
What then, to. come to the point, has 
all this done for the French Woollen Ma- 
nufactures? Why every thing that muſt 
be done as long as the world laſts, Where 
taxes are not heavy, proviſions reaſonable, 
and wages low; and where too the work- 
men, it would be a folly to deny, are as 
handy and expert as any people in the 
world. Tag Fxencu WooLLEN MANu- 
FACTURES, though not ina manner ſet up 
till fo late as the reigu of their Louis the 


1 ( 14) 
>. Fourteenth, the great enemy of England, 
are at this day UNIVERSALLY E STABLISH- 
ED THROUGHOUT © EVERY | PART OF 
FRANCE. In every one of their provinces 
and countries, great extenſive Woollen 
Manufactories are now in the very height 
of proſperity. 1 myſelf know it fora 1 
fact, that every ſpecies of woollens is 9 
completely worked up in all quarters of 3 
that kingdom. Cloths, whole thick plains, 
C ſerges, ratteens, kerſimeres, whole thick 
kerſeys, camblets, calamancoes, tam- 
mies, crapes, baizes, flannels, frizes, 
druggets, and what not, are all made in | 
above-FIVE HUNDRED FRENCH TOWNS. 
A capital merchant in our line, (who 
many years back paſſed two months in 
France, for the recovery of bad debts) 
gave it me under his hand, that at the 
town of Amiens, the Woollen Manufac- 
- tures in that one pot, amounted even | 
then, to nearly one million fix hundred 
thouſand livres annually ; and "likewiſe, 
that! in another quarter, at a town of the 
name of Beauvais, above five hundred looms 
were conſtantly employed on /even hundred 
and 


w\ * 
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and farty-five thouſand pounds of French 

| wool; and one bindred an fifteen thouſand 
pounds of Spanith | ditto, of which ty 
annually made fixty-e/ght thouſand pieces 
of ſtuff; having no leſs than forty fulling 
mills in and about the neighbourhood, 
And as to'the Abbeville manufactory, 
I believe that's too univerſally known to 

need particulars; but an account is now _ 
at a capital houſe in the City, that the 

annual product of Languedoc alone is ſourteen 
millions three hundred and thirty thouſand 
livres. Such are the known amounts in 
theſe inſtances; but again I ſay, letit always 
be remembered, that even in the year 
1760, the very liſt at the end of this let: 
ter was publickly printed, containing near 
FIVE HUNDRED TOWNS IN FRANCE, ALL 
ENGAGED IN THE WooLLEN. Maxu: 
FACTORY; ALL , BLEST WITH LOW. 


TAXES; CHEAP PROVISIONS, AND OF 
COURSE CHEAP LABOUR. IRE 


Now, fuch being the ſtate of the F rench 
Woollens, I aſk this; will any one 
wonder that wherever the French have 
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been able to pai admittance, they have 
out and out rivalted the Englith, and acs 
tually got into their own poflcthon, ala 
moſt the whole ee of the TO 
markets for woollets ? 


* 
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Merchant this plain queſtion: Hay n t 5 


the French notoriouſly ſupplanted \ us in 
that lucrative branch, thereby not only 
| ſecuring a vend for their woollens, but al- 
Io the valuable return of raw filk for their 
other manufacture. To what purpoſe 
was it that all our people complained 
of the encreaſe of the French Woollens, 
on the decay and ruin of ours? What 
good did the Parliament doby paſſing Ack 
upon Act to reſtore that branch ? The mos 
ment the French came in competition 
wich us, they directiy underſold us, as 
they always muſt de able to do in every 
market where they tome with ſach ad- 
vantages; and what was the conſequence? 
Why the woollen trade to Turkey, where 
we r fold wooltens to ſuch an 
amount, as to bring in a balance to 

England of rrvE avnDRED THOUSAND 
ouUNDs, is now REDUCED TO NOTHING. 


(17) 

In the ſame way our EXPORTS oF 
WookLEN| BOTH TO | GERMANY AND 
HoLLAND were formerly a moſt lu- 
crative branch, but in both of theſe 
likewiſe, it is a known fact, that the ſu- 
perior cheapneſs of the French woollens 
has run away with the preference. In fact, 
let common ſenſe determine, whether it is 

poſſible that any buyers will ſhut their 
eyes to their own intereſt, in order wils 
fully to purchaſe of thoſe who ſell deareſt ? 
What it would be idle to expect from 
individuals in trade, it is dowuright non 
ſenſe to hope from nations in commerce. 


The cheapeſt trader always muſt have 
the preference; nor did any man, or ſet 
of men, ever gain 4 vend for their mer- 
chandize, when dearer than thoſe of 
their competitors, except in the caſe of 
Portugal in favour of our woollens. And 
how was that? Why thus —It was ſet- 
tled by the famous Methuen Treaty, that 
the Engliſh would always import the Por- 
tugal wines, at dutics, one-third lower 
than any we ſhould ever lay on Frenel 


Wines: : and the Poftugueſe bound them-' 
D ſelves 
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ſelves in return to admit our woollens on 


low fixed duties. This was wiſe and juſt, 
| and both parties really ſerved each other; 


for as we had no wines of our own 
growth, the Portugueſe procured a cer- 


tain vend among us for the article which 


they produced; and as they had no wool- 


len manufactures of their own, we gained 


their preference in favour of ours, Vet 
even in this eaſe, where nature, and ſuch 


mutual advantage had joined, as all man- 
kind would have thought, to ſecure us our 


woollen trade, even here, (ſuch is the buſy 


meddling ſpirit of the French, and ſuch 


the great advantage Which they have 
over us, in being able to work up very 
nearly as good cloths as ours, at a vaſtly 
lower price,) they have nevertheleſs by 


degrees contrived to get in their wool- 


lens among the Portugueſe, in ſpite 25 


the common intereſt that England 
Portugal have to barter in the way agreed 
on. But inſtead of checking theſe prac · 


55 tices, what the effect of this French 


Treaty? Why, t to reward France for all 
this ide by . every thang to ad- 
mit 
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mit her wines, and conſequently. to make 
our conſumption of the Portugal wines 
fo much lefs, as to take away the great 
motive for the Portugueſe preferring.our 
woollens.. And now I come to the point 5 
of thewing you, that the Freneh having "0 
beat us out of all the foreign markets, 
muſt as certainly underſell us in our own 
Home markets, if this Treaty is allowed 
to paſs into law. Firſt then, PII only 
appeal to all that has happened in this 
country for centuries back, to ſee What 
ways we have always taken to guard our 
ſtaple manufucture. What has been one 
never-· departed- from rule in all paſt ages? 
Why this; to ſecure, by every poſſible 
way, the HOME | MARKET ron oon 
MANUFACTURES; convinced that the 
home market is in every inſtance, infinitely . 
preferable to every poſſible advantage in 
the foreign market. And that his mate- 
rial point may be perfectly clear, I have 
got a copy of the opinion of Sir Theodore 
Juanſen, the known true friend of Eng- 
land, on this very point. Here are his 
words: The firſt and beſt market in IM 
D 2 England, 


"&, ©, 

« 'England, are the natives and inbabi. 
„ zants' of England itſelf. The admitted 
© computation of the numbers of our people, 
6 ig ſeven millions; and theſe, great and 
* ſmall, rich and poor, one with another, 
„ are not lodged and fed for leſs than 
„ SEVEN POUNDS PER HEAD; /o that the 
% expence or conſumption of our whole peo- 
% ple muft amount to FIFTY MILLIONS. 
66 STERLING PER ANNUM. This whole 
* ſum is annually paid far the product and 
* manufctlures of Great Britain, except only 
*, ſuch part as may reaſonably be deducted 
b for our foreign conſumption, and for the 
* annual lodging of the people. Now our 
4e whole IMPORTATIONS do not exceed the 

© value of FIVE MILLIONS PER ANNUM, 
% and f theſe great quantities are re- exported, 
« certainly reducing the foreign conſumption 
** 70 FOUR MILLIONS. It has been computed 
„ alſo, that our people are lodged at about 
4 7he price of ten ſbillings per head at a mer 
4 dium, and the whole houſe-rents of Eng- 
% land, for ſeven millions, cannot exceed 
e three millions per annum. Thus allowing 
HET even 


"RN 2; 
e ſeven millions and a half for foreign cots | 
„ ſumption, above FORTY TWO of the 
4% FIFTY MILLIONS expence of our people 
„ are paid for the product and manuſacture 
* of our native country. OUR 50WwN'PEQ= 
6 pLE BEING THE CONSTANT, SAFE, 
C UNFAILING MARKET FOR OUR ' OWN 
«© pR DUCT AND ouR OWN "MANUFAC 
6 TURES TO THAT IMMENSE AMOUNT.” 
What therefore can be clearer than the 
maxim laid down, not only by this e- 
cellent writer, but alſo by every other 
writer on the ſubje& without exception? 
That, THE PRESERVATION Or THE HOME 
MARKET TO OUR OWN MANUFACTUKES 
Is THE GREAT VITAL PRINCIPLE NEVER 
To BE-DEPARTED FROM. } qr ; 


But it may be aſked, hann en are the 
Wool EN MAN OUrAc Tus, of allothers, 
beſt entitled to the full poſſęſſion of the 
home market? To this I directly anſwer, 
becauſe there is a greater number of trades 
dependant on theſe Manufactures than on 
any other. It has been poſitively aſſerted, 
that from ths Wool-grower, to the Con- 
ſumer, 


* 
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ſumer, à piece of Broad Cloth paſſes 
though one hundred hands. But if to thefe 
ve add the numerous trades employed in 
the ſeveral beneficial commodities ariſing 
from Sheep, ſuch as Skins, Tallow, &c. 


Kc. and the Retailers of theſe Manufac- 


tures, it will be found eaſier to conceive 
than compute the prodigious multitudes 
that are employed by them; ſo that no- 
thing can extend farther or wider than 
the produce of Wool, or the benefits de- 
rived from it to the whole community. 
Many computations have been made 
on this important ſubject, and amongſt 
others, one about thirty years fince, 
which was thought as exact as poſſible. 
According to the beſt information that 
could be obtained, there are from ten to 
twelve millions of Sheep in England, 
ſome think more. The value of their 
Wool may, one year with another, 
amount to three millions; the expence of 
manufacturing this may probably be nine 
millions, and the total value 74velve millions. 
We may export annually to the value of 
three WO; thouglrone year we exported 
more 
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more than four. In reference to the num 


ber of perſons who are maintained by this 
Manufacture, there are probably upwards 
of a million. Add to which alſo, the amaz - 


ing conſumption conſtantly and neceſſari- 
ly made, by the multitude of perſons em- 


ployed therein, of all exciſcable commo- 
dit ies. And is there a man can lay his 


hand on his heart, and deny that TAE 
BaITIsu WoolLEN MANUFACTURERS | 


are entitled to the FIRST and GREATEST. 
CONSIDERATION. - Ves, I will ſay with 
heartfelt conviction and triumph, we are 


nn i. 


1 


er is it «poſſible then-to laren eden 


bearable to hear of our ancient fixed pri- 


weges of the nme market, being ſuddenly 
and wholly ſhared-with the French? It 
is nonſenſe to ſay, and madneſs. to believe, 
thlat we ſhall have equal benefit by carry- 
my our Woollens to them; tis a lying 
tick, and a cheat on our property. Who 


their Waollens much cheaper than we do 


ele Sc in. eie ours ? 
14 | . . 9 94 . * 
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is there can doubt that the French work - 


(ae) 


ours and who of their nation then will 


T7 buy ours at a dearer rate? Whereas, who 


amongſt us won't buy 7herrs, in theſe dear 


times, when we can get them cheaper? 


Only to mention two ſorts the black and 


the ſcarlets— In both of theſe the French 


have certainly the art of working the one 
up with ſuch a gloſs, and the other to ſo 


bright a colour, as, I am ſorry to ſay, 
we cannot come up to; and yet they ean 
ſell them cheaper. Now only reflect 


what a conſumption we have always hi- 


therto had of blacks. and ſcarlets. All 


our clergy; of courſe, dealt for the blacks; 
burt in future, out of their great numbers, 
how few are there, (the more pity and 
ſhame it ĩs) that can afford to buy a worſe 
looking ruſty black than the gloſſy ſort, 
which appears decent and reſpeQable 
much longer. It would be very unrea - 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that the clergy ſhould 
not look out, as they certainly will, for 


no honeſt man will ſay our blacks are. 
Our counſellors too, and moſt branches 
TER of the uy deal largely in the blacks, 
% 1 Hitherto 


5 
W ” 
* = 
* * 


e beſt and cheapeſt of the ſort, which 


— 
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- Hitherio all this was a market for * 0 


Engliſh cloth; and, if I may be fo jocu- 5 | 


lar, though the black gentry .fleeced us 
many ways, we fleeced them with our 
Vcollens at laſt: - In the article of court 
mournings too, there's not a doubt but 
the Freheh blacks will be all the faſliion, 
for lightneſs, gloſs, and cheapneſs. Now 
what a heavy and ſerious loſs will this 
prove? Formerly, when it pleaſed the 
"Almighty to take off any of the foreign 
Princes, and orders came out for our 
all mourning for them, it was a. great | 
comfort, and a fine thing to have it 
ſaid, that though theſe great perſonages 
had no power or opportunity to be f 
| any uſe to us through: the whole' courſe 
of their lives, yet they ſerved us at laſt, 
by giving a ſpirit to the woollens; and 
getting off many thouſands of our worſt! 
and moſt damaged blacks: But here- 
after, when the French blacks are all 
- the vogue, ſurely it will be a hard caſe 
for a whole nation to be ordered into 
9 rench cloth for foreign Princes. To be 
E . furs 


n | Ls 
ſure we ſhall have more reaſon than we 
ever had before, to pray for their lives, 

for not a couſin German of them all will 

die off, without being felt as a heavy loſs _ 

to our trade, and ſincerely mourned by 
many thouſands of our poor manufactur- 
ers. In like manner, it won't get our 

red -· coated gentry much favour with the 

people to ſee them cloathed, by pinch- 
ing Agents and trading Colonels, (who 
will always buy what's cheapeſt). in cheap 
foreign ſcarlets. A fanding A my will 
more thai ever be a fanding curſe, dreſ- 
ſed in our enemies' cloths ! and it will 
be a fine ſight to ſee. a Briti ſh ay: in 
en regimentals! ] 


* 


We are told however, that let our 
mhoollen trade decline ever ſo much, our 
Cottan will more than proportionately in- 
creaſe, and our Iron, and our Potteries be- 

come extenſive branches of foreign com- 
merce. God knows I would be the laſt 
man iu the world to ſay a word againſt 
any body of induſtrious Tradeſmen ; I 
5 | would 


| (27 ) 
would leave all thoſe vile acts of ſetting 
one trade againſt another, to your politi- 
cilans, who are too apt to make a trade of 
every thing. Indeed ſo far from having 
a thought of prejudicing the character of 
the Cotton or Iron branches, I think o 
well of them, that 1 verily believe if they 
come to know, bong fide, that they riſe 
by our fall, they would to a man ſcorn the 
notion of getting on by any ſuch means, - 
But fure I am at liberty to ſay, that the 
telling us of the great things that are to 
be done for them, is but cold comfort for 
the unlooked for, and violent miſchiefs 
that 1 feel are thrown pod us. 1 


| After ſeven years apprenticeſhip to one 
| trade, and being in the practical line of it 
for twenty or thirty years afterwards, is it 
fair that you ſhould be turned out in bo- 
dies, fricndleſs and ſent adrift to learn a 
new trade? Ts it juſt to drive you from 
our ſettlements your homes—-your 
neighbours, and your relations in vari- 
ous a of the Kingdom, in queſt at 
S | 9 "BE 5 bread = 


7 


\ 


\ ö 


{he 


CELL 


to Mancheſter. ? What are you ta 
do with your Looms ? ? Who will purchaſe . 
them! Muſt you pawn or ſell them to 
buy different implements of trade ior the 


"Noun! of Birmin n ? 


Vo may "os told indeed. = _ 
French will take them off your hands, to 
carry on their encreaſed trade; or in other 
words, that we are to put ſwords into our 
enemies B hands to ſtab at the life and ſoul 
of our commerce. If you can ſee the 
Treaty, you'll find i it prohibits the export 
-of Arms, and of warlike Stores; but I 
leave it to all the world to determine, 
whether the enemy can ever carry away 
ſuch mortal weapons to our trade, as the 
tools and implements of Britiſh Manufac- 
tures? Is it to be borne with patience, 
that you muſt quit your accuſtomed. poſ- 
ſeſſions in Glouceſterſhire, Eſſer, Yorkſhire, 
and other counties, and be torn from all the 
little decent comforts you have been uſed 
to, to take up a new and uncertain trade at 
 Shefleld ? How will an old man like to be 
: a young | 


— 
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" 4 young learner? How will any md 
tradeſman bear to ſhift into an apprentice } 
The handieſt Weaver may cut but a poor 
figure at the Anvil; for ſurely the two 
- trades are as different as the Loom and the 
Forge, And yet I have read a copy of 3 
letter from one of our great Senators, 
which ſays, the demand for labour will be 
the ſame, though it may be in different Places, ; 
and for different occupations: And qwhat i 
| 55 diſbanding of, ſome' particular claſſes of j 
Manufatiurers more than that af ſa many Sol- 
diers? O!. ſhameful ! Is that a fit return 
— for your honeſt induſtry. ! So. far from be- 
75 : ing fit, it's not to be done; for even ſup- 
a poſing the laws of apprenticeſhip were ſet 
aſide, and every man's indentures of no 
avail, is it poſſible that the clevereſt work- 
men in our Manufacture, could turn all at 
once, to be as ſkilful and expert in another, : 
Juſt as one of our mercenary. Red-coats 
turns to a Labourer in rags, and lays down 
his Muſqet and his Bayonet, in exchange 
1 for a Spade and a. Pick-axe ? How too, in 
calc of failure in a trade newly taken up, 
15 under 


— 
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under: every diſadvantage of want of prac- 


tice; how is the diſtreſſed work man to turn 


his hand to oer buſineſs, in firange quar- : 
ters with any chance of pariſh relief, or even 


ſafety from pariſh proſecutions and remov- 


als? But why, in God's name, if the French 


muſt have leave all at once to pour in their 


cheap woollens, in return for their giving 


a lift for a time to the Cotton, the Iron, and 


the Potteries, (I ſay for à time, for in a few 


years, by the artful tricks of the French, 


even thoſe branches cannot fail to be as great 
ſufferers as we ſhall now)—Why mayn't 


our manufacturers have the heavy diffe- 


rences that we pay in exciſes counter vailed, 


as they call it, by rea) equal duties on the 
French Woollens, up to the value of all 


the high taxes the poor tradeſmen of Old 
England are obliged to pay? This 1s to 
be done for the Cotton, the Iron, and 
the Potteries in one way; ; why not for 
the Woollens in another ? Surely the ex- 
eCiſes on proviſions, ſoap, candles, beer, 
leather, and what not, by raiſing the price 
of labour, * the oy of the . 


juſt 


4. Þ 
juſt as certainly as if it was all at once 
taxed. And if our Woollens (as it is 
known to be the caſe) are all to nothing 
dearer than the French, by this very rea- 
ſon of our. being high taxed and exciſec, 
why ſhould not we too demand a coumtervail- 
ing duty to make up the difference? Is it 
not as clear as the day that the French, 
with their old arts in managing all theſe 
matters, kept clear of ſettling it in this 
juſt and equal way, becauſe they knew in 
their hearts they are afraid of meeting us 
in any. line of trade, if we have only 
fair play, aye, or any thing even in the 
ſhape of fair play? But that we never can 
have with the French Woollens, if no 
allowance is to be made for our high ex- 
ciſes and taxes of all kinds, to ſay nothing 
of the higher wages for labour. And this, 
as you may all remember, was the very 
reaſon given by all the capital merchants 

and manufacturers publickly to the Parlia- 
ment, when they were examined on the 
Iriſh Propoſitions, namely, that the Iriſh 
manufactures could never be brought into 
our market without ruining us, unleſs 
| | | duties 


. 


a a 

RET „ . 
ir © 7 8 * were laid on them up to ths vive 
WM the heavy exciſes, and taxes, that fall 
ww the; Engliſh manufacturer of the 


þ ; lame kind of articles. And bleſſed be 

| Saod for it, by the failure of that wicked 
ani ſcheme, the Iriſh goods are not ; 

3 red in upon us without ſach duties 6 = ; 
1 for if they had, we ſhould all have been 


# ſufferers to the laſt day of our hves. 


> | There is a piece of ohe too, I 
Re: can give you, which will add to the argu- 4 
ITE ments I have advanced. You all kuvow, |; | 
_ that a certain quantity of Spaniſh Wool — 
1s abſolutely neceſſary to working up the | 
[Engliſh Wool for finer cloths. Now, 5 
What will you all think of this French 
Treaty for bringing in French Woollens, 
having been ſigned and ſealed BRT R . 
the Engliſh have any Treaty with Spain 
bor her Wool, and Ar TER the French 
naue ſigned and ſealed a Treaty wich that 
c̃eo; untry, for the admiſſion of that ſo ne- 


=. ceſſary article, FREE OF ALL DUTY FOR | 
ne we de e | 5 
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Flaying thus, my friends, offeted you 
* plain thoughts, I leave 1t to your own 
good ſenſe, to conſider what ſteps it may 
be prudent to take, to ſave yourſelves and 
your families from the dangers that 


n you. 


Kn 


AT 5 . . 


When this Tha, was firſl put in 
bree, ſo far back as Queen Anne's. 
time, ALL THE WOOLLEN MANU-=. 
FACTURERS rzT1T1onED PARLIA- 
MENT | TO | PROTECT THEM FROM THE 
CERTAIN RUIN OF. THE FRENCH TREA->. 
TY; I have mentioned a few of the places 
which will be moſt injured by tlie preſent 
Treaty; and I here give you copies of 
ſome of the very petitions which our 
good forefathers ſent to Parliament in 
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„C 
PETITION of the Merchants of LON. 
DON, Exporters of the WOOLLEN 
MANUFACTURES, Hamburgh and 
Bremen, 'and e 7 LINEN 22 877 


thence. . th | War 


on 
* » 


This petition fets | forth, That the 
exportation of the Moollen ' Manufac- 
e iure of this ; kingdom to Hamburgh and . 
<< Bremen, hath, fince the high duties . 
_ © Jaid on French linens, much -encreaſed 
hy the encouraging the importation ß 
German linens in lieu of them, Which 1 
„ ſhould the bill to make effectual the 
e $th and gth articles paſs, would be 
much leſſened, and if French linen pay 
4 higher duties than that of the com- 
© try moſt favoured, will be offered cheaper, 
«© and efteemed far better, and much decreaſe. 
< the importation of German linen, and. 
& hinder the vaſt quantities of Moollen Ma- 
„ nufattures annually exported thither, and 
_: -. & the hands now employed in the linen, will 
+ © then ” Sen the Woollen Manufac- 
5 . ITS. _ tures, 


(gs) 7 
| <« ty res, already 2 up mn ſome places in Ger- ? 

„ many, And prays, the damage it may he” 
66/4, the proprietors, and to the nation in ge- 
40 neral, be 1 | | 


PETITION from the CLOTHIERS, Sc. 


in the County of GLOUCESTER. 


This petition ſets forth, . That the 
«© petitioners are apprehenſive that ſeveral 
4 articles contained in the Treaty of Na- 


e yipgation and Commerce, may be fatal 


< to the Moollen Manufaftures. That the 
chief markets for them are Spain, Por- 


s Zugal, and Italy; that by the near al- 


* liance; and ſtrict friendſhip, between 
ee the Crowns of France and Spain, France | 


has already gained great advantages, and 
become a rival to England in the moſt 


„ valuable part of our M vollen Manfac-. 


\ 66 tures, 10 as, in all probability, they will 
not want, or take any more of our fine 


* cloths, which makes it unreaſonable 


> W favour ſhould be ſhewn to the pro- 


F3 8 duct 


We 36 77 
& duct of Fang, in prejudice to the com- 
60 modities of other countries, that take 
40 from us ſuch great quantities of our 

% oollen Mamfaltures, and who Will be 
* no longer able to do ſo, when Frencß 
ee wines are ſo lowered as to ſupply the 

. c demands of England. That if any altera- 
. n in the, laws ſhould happen in the expor- 

9 tation of our Moollen Manufafiures unto 

66 foreign parts, à great part of the nation's 
es riches would be loft, the poor would daily 


ce encreaſe and become chargeable to their 
e pariſhes, and and the value lands in England 


8 — | mut of neceſſu 5 ow, to a very great de- 


66 gree.” 6” 


„ | PETITION of FY 1 and hes 
© concerned in the WOOLLEN MANU- 
. FAC TURE in and about the Corporation 

© of LEEDS, in behalf of themſelves and 
Bs MANY b al e ir n. 
4 
{+ 000 This . * 8 10 That er 
66 quantities of their Moallen Draperies are, 
and have been yearly * to Portu- 
n "%. 8h 5 of 


4 


gal and Spain. That the taking off the 
« duty of twenty-five pounds per ton on 
„French wines, will diſcourage the im- 
“ portation of wines from Portugal and 


$6 Spain, and lefſen the demands of the 


„ ſaid Woollen Manfaciures. 


PETITION of the Clothiers and Baymas-. 


ters of Bocking, Braintree, and Dun- 


mow, in the County of Eſſex, in behalf 
of themſelves and MAN Y THOUSANDS | 


more concerned i in the ſaid . 


7 


This den ſors forth, 4 That d 


„making of Bays, and other Moollen Ma- 


* nufattures, are of great advantage, not 
* only to_ the petitioners, but to the 
«© whole kingdom in general, by the con- 
« ſumption of great quantities af wool, 
„and the employment of many thouſarid 
6 perſons, 2 50 otherwiſe ould become an 
& uſeleſs burthen to the country: That, the 
* preſent inequality of the duties on wines 
of the growth. of France, and thoſe of 


8 60 Portugal, is a great, inducement to the | 


ec N Fun 


VVV 
e Portugueſe to take off the ſaid manufac- 
Ps tures of England, whilſt we take off the 
* product of their country from them. 
That ſhould the duties on the commo- 
3 4 dities of the product of France, be ſet- 
MY s tled upon an equality with thoſe of Por- 
2 ftugal, it would be a great diſcourage- 
„ ment, if fiot a total prohibition of the 
. importing of the wines of Portugal, and 1 
and oblige the Portugueſe to lay heavy 
duties on our manufactures, and there- 
by prohibit the importing them into 
their country, by which means the pe- 
4 titioners attribute the preſent fall and | 
44 depreciating thofe commodities,” 


* 


55 PETITION of the Shuf-maters and Ch. 
© thiers, &c. within the City of BRISTOL, 
1 on behalf of - themſelves and MANY 
I THOUSANDS employed in the WOOL- 
A LEN MANUFACTURE. E's 


_— This petition ſets forth, « That for 
8 * ſome time paſt the petitioners have not 
Wu | -> "8 had 


( 


*« had fale for their goods, — 126 
„ occaſioned thaſands of their poor to 
„ want employ, to to the great increaſe of 


«the poor rates, and praying telief, and 
that the Spaniſh and Portugal trade may 
40 not be N 9 | 


P 


"Back. were che plain 7 * that 


our forefathers took to guard themſelves - 


and their famulies from the utter ruin of 


an open trade with the French. The 
treaty they petitioned againſt in the way 
you hear, was the very pattern and model 


of the preſent one; which the more you 
examine it, the more you'll be convinced 
is as poor and ordinary a piece of ſtuff as 


eyer came from a workman's hand ; badly 
worked, all over faulty, and of no con- 


ſiſtence. All the country thought the 


firſt warp was bad; and I am ſure the 


woof is worle.--Cut it up, my countrymen, 


aud burn it for au example. 


But 
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But for God's ſake, in following the 
ieps of your forefathers, try to imitate 
alſo their temper and good order. Vor 
are not likely to be leſs ſufferers, and 

Il ſcarcely find Jou rſelves more 


. ,, : ES 
4 P « * 7 10 


wiſe. KF | CEA 23.7 HY 1 


U 


With a moderate, but firm ſpirit; with 
decent, but manly boldneſs, vou ſtill 
may triumph over all your enemies, as 


% 


wiſhes 5 e Ber 


0 2 


5 fe Your hearty friend and ſervant, 4 
BR. J. Woollen Draper. 
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